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Teachers Platitude

• Set aside personal learning preferences and 
experiences

• “What works for me” may not be “what works 
for my students.”

• Replace “should” with “what if”
• Be receptive to new or different ways of 
teaching
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Why do we need 
differentiating teaching?

• Students’ proficiency increases
• Learning opportunity changes
• Personal interests move in new directions
• Learning plan is not a destination but a road 
map, working document
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E & L Cognitive Styles
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E & L Cognitive Styles (Cont.)
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Differentiating Activities 
Based on ILR Levels

Sequence of 
Events

Cause & Effect

Compare & 
Contrast

Problem & 
SolutionMain Idea 

Major Details

Minor Details

Text Discourse 

Vocabulary 

Inference & 
Implication

Author’s 
attitude, tone

Underlying 
Principle

Concerns, 
Justification, 
Conclusion
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E & L Cognitive Styles and 
Differentiating Strategies 

Synoptic Strategies Strategies Ectenic

Field Sensitive Background Info. Recalling Details Field Insensitive

Field Independent Find sub, verb, obj., Group Chunks Field Dependent

Leveling Find Similarities Find Differences Sharpening

Global Scan some key 
words

Look for details Particular

Impulsive Rapid Fire Recall, transcribe Reflective

Synthetic Summarize Categorize Analytic

Analogue Draw Pictures Translate Digital

Random Field related parts Sequence parts Sequential

Inductive Discover rules Correct mistakes Deductive
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E & L Cognitive Styles and 
Strategies on Higher Levels

Synoptic Strategies Strategies Ectenic

Field Sensitive Recalling Details Background Info. Field Insensitive

Field Independent Group Chunks Find subject, verb,O Field Dependent

Leveling Find Differences Find Similarities Sharpening

Global Look for details Scan some key 
words

Particular

Impulsive Recall, transcribe Rapid Fire Reflective

Synthetic Categorize Summarize Analytic

Analogue Translate Draw Pictures Digital

Random Sequence parts Field related parts Sequential

Inductive Correct mistakes Discover rules Deductive
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Classroom Strategies on 
Higher Levels

Synoptic Strategies Strategies Ectenic

Field Sensitive 6. Recalling Details 1. Background Info. Field Insensitive

Field Independent 4. Group Chunks 1, Find sub, verb, 
obj.

Field Dependent

Leveling 3. Find Differences 3. Find Similarities Sharpening

Global 3. Look for details 1. Scan some key 
words

Particular

Impulsive 6. Recall, transcribe 1. Rapid Fire Reflective

Synthetic 4. Categorize 2. Summarize Analytic

Analogue 6. Translate 5. Draw Pictures Digital

Random 4. Sequence parts 5. Field related 
parts

Sequential

Inductive 6. Correct mistakes 6. Discover rules Deductive
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• Differentiation on sub‐skills: Listening, 
Reading, Speaking, and Grammar,

• Differentiation for homework,
• Further empirical research on differentiating 
teaching.

Suggestions for Further 
Differentiating Teaching
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