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Our Program / Our Students

 26 weeks, 780 hrs

 For beginners with the end of language training goal: 

1+  Speaking (ILR Scale)

2  Listening and Reading (ILR Scale)

DOD Students from 

Army, Navy, Air Force, 

Marines and Coast 

Guard



Issues and Goals

 To develop listening materials that integrate relevant vocabulary 
and grammar in cultural context, including the transcripts of the 
audio passages

 Few content-based Brazilian Portuguese audio materials for beginners; 

 Need for materials that:
- match vocabulary with proper grammar in context;
- include relevant vocabulary in various discourse modes;

 Few audios with transcription for this level. 

Goals:

Issues:

 To increase the pace of progress in listening and 
possibly reading and speaking.



Starting Point:

 … follow the Syllabus - content and grammar structure

 … be used in the first 12 weeks of the program

 … have a user friendly format for students  PowerPoint

 … contain semi-authentic and authentic recorded audio passages, based   
on spoken language, used on everyday activities

Listening Materials
Should:  



Development

 10 main topics were selected (based 
on 0+/1 ILR level):

Greetings
City
Calendar and Seasons
Daily Routine           
Family
Food
Housing
Clothing and Shopping
Body and Health
Traveling

 Each topic has 5 sub-topics. 
 Each sub-topic is a Power Point Presentation.

 Example:
CLOTHING AND SHOPPING

Clothing for men
Clothing for women
Accessories
Shopping
Uniforms

 The audio passages are M4A files



Structure of the Power Point lessons

 The Power Point lessons contain 6 elements:       

1 2 3 4 5 6



Structure of the Power Point lessons

- Pictures related to the passages1



Structure of the Power Point lessons

2
1st page stating
 Topic
 Objective
 Activities



Structure of the Power Point lessons

3 - List of core vocabulary   



Structure of the Power Point lessons

4 - Audio passages:

- semi-authentic
- authentic

- excerpts from commercials,       
TV shows and Brazilian 
soap operas



Structure of the Power Point lessons

5
- exercises on listening comprehension

- filling in the blanks

- matching pictures and information

- choosing true or false

- choosing the correct answers

- answering comprehension questions



Structure of the Power Point lessons

6 - Answers for the activities
and audio transcriptions             



Example 1A - Clothing
Vocabulary priming



Example 1B - Clothing

Exemplo 3

Picture – info matching



Example 1C - Clothing
Fill-in the blanks



Example 2A - Family
Fill-in the blanks in context 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJ5QPgdXUck



Example 2B - Family
Comprehension questions

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJ5QPgdXUck



Example 2C - Family
Vocabulary priming for songs

https://www.letras.com/titas/48973/



Example 2D - Family
Fill-in the blanks and comprehension questions

https://www.letras.com/titas/48973/



Example 3A - Body and Health
Choose True or False



Example 3B - Body and Health
Fill-in the blanks



Example 3C - Body and Health
Choose the correct answers

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OO0BqbQdmoc



Different Accents

Statement
1 voice

Dialogue
2 accents

Conversation
3 accents



Results/Pilot

 Started piloting in class. 

 Student and instructor feedback:

It is user friendly! 

Provides additional cultural context in class

It is also a tool to develop speaking:
- improves pronunciation
- expands vocabulary
- provokes conversation

 Coming evaluation(s): measuring impact on student proficiency.

So far 



Questions


