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Objectives

• Describe learner profile and timeframe

• Explain the design of the Conversion program

• Discuss the pedagogical approach

• Present some activities

• Discuss main advantages and challenges



Learner and Timeframe

• Designed for students with general 
professional proficiency in Spanish: ILR S-3 
and R-3

• Audience is mixed: Second language learners, 
heritage and native speakers of Spanish

• 16 week course



Design

• Four volumes with two lessons each

• Volume one focuses on Portuguese phonology

• Content based on similarities and differences

• Trilingual: Spanish, Portuguese, English



Pedagogical Approach

• Comparative and contrastive methodology

• Adaptable syllabus

• Gradual control of the Spanish interference

• Error corrections with positive feedback

• Balance between fluency and accuracy



Contrastive Sounds



Contrastive Sounds



Comparative Grammar



Activities

• Pronunciation drills:
Digraphs, diphthongs, contractions

• Daily life activities:
Descriptions, narrations, explanations

• Job-related tasks:
Interviews, reports, meetings

• More complex tasks:
Presentations, discussions, negotiations



Pronunciation Drills 



Daily Life Activities



Job-related Tasks



More Complex Tasks



• Comprehension of a familiar language

• Similar discourse features

• Better grammar understanding 

• Faster vocabulary acquisition

Advantages



• Pronunciation 

• False impression of fluency

• Interference of the Spanish language

• Too much content for a short time

Challenges



Learners’ Feedback

Pronunciation

“The approach from 
the beginning to 
focus on 
pronunciation was 
the most critical to 
my success.”

Methodology

“The methodology is 
quite robust, with a 
balanced mix of 
grammar and 
pronunciation drills 
and communication 
for proficiency.”

Content

“Themes were 
adequately diverse. I 
really enjoyed the 
course and left 
extremely happy with 
my level of fluency.”



Questions?


