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DISCLAIMER

This presentation is authorized by the Defense Language Institute Foreign Language
Center and the Department of Defense. Contents of this presentation are not
necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S.Government, or the
Department of the Army.

All material displayed within this presentation is for educational purposes only.

All third party information featured in the presentation slides remain the intellectual
property of their respective originators. All use of information is done under the fair
use copyright principal, and the author(s) of this presentation do not assert any claim
of copyright for any quotation, statistic, fact, figure, data or any other content that has
been sourced from the public domain.

The content of this presentation is the sole responsibility of [name of author(s) /
presenter(s)].
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WHAT IS IDIOM?

e |dioms are fixed combinations of words whose
meaning is often difficult to guess from the
meaning of each individual word.

(e.g.) kick the bucket
took a shine to
see eye to eye
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WHAT IS IDIOM?

e |diomatic phrases correlate with various
grammatical parts of speech; they can be
verbs, nouns, adjectives, and adverbs.

(e.g.) - Time took a shine to his teacher (verb +
object + preposition)

- We arrived safe and sound (binomial)
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WHAT IS IDIOM?

e Many idioms have a set form: their verb tense
and/or word order may not be changed in any
way or the meaning of the phrase is destroyed.

(e.g.) - Action speak louder than words
- Caught between two stools
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WHY DO WE NEED TO
TEACH IDIOMS?

1. Benefits of enhancing communicative
competence: Idioms are richly embed with
cultural references. Many idioms are embed
in various genres: fictions, newspapers,
magazines, TV shows, films, songs, daily
conversations, etc. (O’Dell & McCarthy, 2010)
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TEACH IDIOMS?

2. Benefits of enhancing contextual
comprehension in higher level: Idioms
syntactical constrains and at times need

greater context to be interpreted than do

ER

WHY DO WE NEED TO
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vocabulary. Therefore context plays a key role
in the processing of idioms. (Ortony, Shallert,

Reynolds, & Antos 1978)
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EXPERIMENT

e Group 1: The extended-context group who
receive idiom instruction through context

e Group 2: The limited-context group who
receive idiom instruction through sentence

e Group 3: The control group who who receive
no idiom instruction
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EXPERIMENT

e GROUP 1: Read the passage and guess the
meaning of an idiom in bold.
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- EXPERIMENT

e GROUP 2: guess the meaning of the idioms in
bold.
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EXPERIMENT

 Group 3: Read a passage and underline idioms
you identified.
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EXPERIMENT

e Hypothesis

— Students who received idiom instructions
through context will show higher
comprehension of idiom and context better
than students who received instruction in
sentence.

— Students who received no idiom instruction
will show higher comprehension than students
who received instruction in sentence.
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