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What role does Culttirésplay
In language teaching®

- Minghua Wong (DLI)

- Wenhua Cao (DLI)



Edward Sapir (1921)

- “There is always something behind language, and language can't go
without culture. ”
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: Language : An Introduction to Study of Speech



- Language and culture are intertwined and affect mutually.

- Integration of cultural awareness into a language teaching is very
necessary for an overall achievement of competence in intercultural

communication.

« Otherwise.......



Culture and Communicative Competence

- A: How are you?

- B: Fine. Thank you. And you?

- A: Your Chinese is so good! A : {REGSRSTE LTI !
- B: Where? Where? B: HIE, BE !
« A: Uh-Uh-

- A: Where are you going?
- A: Did you eat lunch yet?

- A: Are you married?



Communicative Competence

Communicative competence is concerned not only with how
grammar/lexis is managed but also with the socio-cultural rules of
appropriate language use.

Communication

Grammatical rules Sociolinguistic rules

Dell Hymes




What is culture?

- Culture has been broadly defined as the human-made part of the
environment, including material and subjective elements of culture.

- --- Triaudis (2002)

- Culture can be defined as a learned system of values, beliefs and/or
norms among a group of people (Greey, 1994).
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Cultural context

The milkman
has just
arrived.

In England



Culture shapes our behavior
(%) INTERNATIONAL ARRIVALS
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« HSBC Commercial l




What is the relationship between language & culture?
Essential Oils — are wrung by Emily Dickinson

Essential Oils — are wrung

The Attar from the Rose

Be not expressed by Suns — alone
It is the gift of Screws

The General Rose — decay

But this — in Lady's Drawer

Make Summer — When the Lady lie
In Ceaseless Rosemary



- “Arose in a flowerbed. A generic rose
(“The General Rose) Is a pNeNOMEN  wu———
of nature. Beautiful, but yet, faceless
and nameless among others of the Language
same species. Perishable. Forgettable. and Culture
Nature alone can’t reveal nor preserve B EEEESEERSEE
the particular beauty of a particular
rose at a chosen moment in time.
Powerless to prevent the biological
“decay” and the ultimate death of rose
and of ladies, nature can only make
summer when the season Is right.




» Culture, by contrast, is not bound bY  wes—_—
biological time. Like nature, It Is a
“gift”, but of different kind. Through a Language
sophisticated technological procedure, and Culture
developed especially to extract the @ Claire Kramsch
essence of roses, culture forces nature
to reveal its “essential” potentialities.
The word “Screws” suggests that this
process Is not without labor. By
crushing the petals, a great deal of the
rose must be lost in order to get at its
essence.




- The technology of the screws constrains
the exuberance of nature, in the same

Oxford Introductions to Language Study

manner as the technology of the word,
or printed syntax and vocabulary, selects Language
among the many potential meanings that and Culture

a rose might have, only those that best T ClaireKemsa
express its innermost truth and leaves all
other unsaid. Culture makes the rose
petals Into a rare perfume, purchased at
high cost, for the particular, personal use
of particular lady.




 The lady may die, but the fragrance
of the roses’ essence (the Attar) can
make her immortal, in the same
manner as language of the poem et
Immortalizes both the rose and the e lCllfure
lady, and brings both back to life N FEECEuyeR—
the imagination of the readers.
Indeed, “this” very poem, left for
future readers in the poet’s drawer,
can “Make summer” for readers
even after the poet’s death. The word
and the technology of the word have
Immortalized nature.”




Why is it important to achieve 2+2+ and
beyond?



My Personal Experience
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- lll. Language and Culture are so much interrelated that without properly
understanding the cultural setting and social behavior of a language
use, it might lead to errors or misinterpretation.



Robert Lado:
Language Teaching: A Scientific Approach

- Without solid cultural background, we can’t teach a language well.
Language is a part of culture, if you want to learn a language, you must
understand the cultural modes and principles.

s B ZESUEF R TRERUFIES - B X bi—#n . ZBER
EFENES » B AUERS S EAVEZURIAEN



Louis Alexander: New Concept English IV

« “The student who has successfully completed an intermediate course
In English often has good reason to feel disheartened when he
embarks on an advanced course. The reason for this is not so much
that he has at his command only a fairly limited vocabulary, but that
he is suddenly thrust into the world of ideas. ”
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|. Good to boost students’ interest and enhance
their learning motivation

- Make classes more enriched {# & F = %%
- Arouse students’ interest to engage and to learn & =4 Y= S D4

. Strengthen students’ language sensibility ¥85& 15 = 75



“china” [E4.= 7
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|l. Beneficial to cultivate students’
communicative ability

- Final goal to learn a language is to communicate &= & R3S G T A

- Cultivate students’ communicative competence %33 [REE

- Be sensitive to cultural differences and behave appropriately #2898 1425 1F
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lll. Beneficial to promote students’ self development

- Expand students’ horizon and embrace the differences.

- With globalization, we all need to be more open-minded by exposing
ourselves to different cultures.

- BIANA AP E AR it - TSI - AR TR A A
&, SE - MERRENS -



How did we do 1t?



| : Insert Cultural inputs whenever appropriate

- Whenever we encounter anything that is related to culture, we can
bring it up. It could be a simple word “Iz”, low frequency word “48i& LA
K", or "KL > BHIFEE", etc.

- RMEREZEE

- BRFEW T IRHESE VNI EA  HPRELIERFESK > 40
K OUEDWET, LA, AR, “FRJAD, MEETNXBEE, AE
ERRER - %X~ 22 : Red alert, red Ifag, deficit,




| : Insert Cultural inputs whenever appropriate

. SIERTHCET SRR HAOAELR LR © WihE-L R ER
+RES, BEH WA KUK - ERR. KR 4 102220
LEROBIS (R RHES

- The above passage talks about:
A. Akind of dish
B. A brand of liquor
C. A brand of cigarette
D. A kind of pepper



| : Insert Cultural inputs whenever appropriate

« Unit 6 Talk about Chinese Family
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Unit 7 Chinese Education System
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Unit 8 Chinese Medicine YL X EER . EFELFE
BHCorIREI I, FifEuliEsEs, FFEERD

guide students to analyze the similarities and dissimilarities of
cultures



|l : collaborate with class schedules

- If the teaching content is about historical events, traditional customs,
and etc., teachers can add relevant content as the lead-in or

supplementary.
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lll : Teaching then Practice

- Provide opportunities for students to demonstrate what they have
learned

- BB BF (ITR) o AEIEFAEEIERERE
- BRI ¢ MRIREIZFRERZE LT ?
- MRS KB AR A RAFEIM ?




IV : Through Assignments

- Certain cultural, historical, and political topics, we assigned as
homework in advance so that students would do research online and
share during the class time the next day.
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