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Reading Comprehension Strategy 
Inference 
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Reading Comprehension
Inference 

Analyzing 
Content 

Analyzing 
Language 

Analyzing 
Structure

Collecting  evidence  
while reading 
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• What is analysis ?
Definition: It is a process of investigating something by 
breaking it into parts for closer examination. 

• Complex topics are broken down into simpler ones. 
• The goal of analysis is not simply to discover parts 

within the whole, but to understand the whole. 
• Once the parts are identified, analysis then seeks to 

determine how those parts are related, from a 
recognition of the nature of the parts and the 
relationships between the parts. 
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Discourse Analysis 
• A sentence is a 

thought and a 
language is a system 
of thoughts . 

• Discourse analysis is 
generally defined as 
the analysis of 
language beyond the 
sentence, and is 
something native 
speakers do 
instinctively. 5



Approaches to Discourse Analysis 
(Eggins & Slade 1997) 
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Sociolinguistics 

• Interactional 
Sociolinguistics 

Sociology 

• Conversational 
Analysis 

Philosophy 

• Speech Act 
Theory

• Pragmatics 

Linguistics 

• Structural‐
Functional  

• Socio 
Semiotic 
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Cohesive Devices 
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Pronouns  Ellipsis

References Lexical Cohesion

Conjunctions

A conjunction is a key phrase at the service of cohesion and 
coherence .  Connecting and relating thoughts. 



Simple Chart of Discourse Markers/Connectors 
in English
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Justification: Findings Based on Research 

• Under normal conditions of reading comprehension, usually the 
reader’s conceptual knowledge will compensate for the lack of 
knowledge about linguistic contrasts between L1 and L2.” (Uliyn and 
Kempen (1976:499) cited in Alderson, 1984:12) 

• But low proficiency L2 reading probably does not constitute "normal 
conditions.  Chaudron (1983) found that "Learners with relatively 
low English proficiency tended to have poorer recall ability on the 
syntactically more complex structures." Similarly, Barnett found in 
her experiments that "recall increases according to level of syntactic 
proficiency" (1986).
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Orientation Instructive Evaluative Projective

 Main idea
 Loosely organized 
 Who, what, where, when 
 External clues 
 Basic facts 
 Concrete 

 Factual information 
 Organized discourse 
 Topic specific 

vocabulary
 Minimal analysis 
 Most references 

explained 

 Evaluative statements 
 Hypothesis and 

supporting ideas
 Advanced vocabulary 
 Abstract 
 Some analysis and 

persuasion 
 Some unexplained 

cultural references
 Author’s voice is 

increasingly present 
 Reading between the 

lines  

 Lines of thought projected beyond 
expected

 Highly innovative 
 Culturally dense 
 Complex argumentation 
 Many unexplained references 
 Rhetorical devices 
 Nuanced language 
 Reading beyond lines 

1 – 1+ 2 – 2+ 3 – 3+ 4‐ 4+

Characteristics of Text Modes (Dr. James Child’s Text Modes)



Discourse markers in English 
(Fraser 2006)
Discourse Marker Classification
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but, alternatively, 
although, 
contrariwise, 
contrary to 
expectations, 
conversely, despite 
(this/ that), even so, 
however, in spite of 
(this/ that), in 
comparison (with 
this/ that), in 
contrast (to 
this/ that), instead (of 
this/ that), 
nevertheless, 
nonetheless, 
(this/ that point), 
notwithstanding, on 
the other hand, on 
the contrary, rather 
(than this/ that), 
regardless (of 
this/ that), still, 
though, whereas, yet 
 

and, above all, also, 
alternatively, 
analogously, besides, 
by the same token, 
correspondingly, 
equally, for example, 
for instance, 
further(more), in 
addition, in other 
words, in particular, 
likewise, more 
accurately, more 
importantly, more 
precisely, more to the 
point, moreover, on 
that basis, on top of it 
all, or, otherwise, 
rather, similarly, that 
is (to say) 
 

so, after all, all things 
considered, as a 
conclusion, as a 
consequence (of 
this/ that), as a result 
(of this/ that), because 
(of this/ that), 
consequently, for 
this/ that reason, 
hence, it follows that, 
accordingly, in 
this/ that/ any case, on 
this/ that condition, on 
these/ those grounds, 
then, therefore, thus 
 

then, after, as soon as, 
before, eventually, 
finally, first, 
immediately 
afterwards, meantime, 
meanwhile, originally, 
second, subsequently, 
when 

 



Raising Learner Awareness
Concordance software, which allows us to analyze the content of texts compiled into a 
corpus, provides instructors with a relatively easy to use tool to increase learners' 
awareness of discourse markers in context.  For the purpose of this presentation, the 
simple freeware program TextStat was used to analyze corpora in both Persian and Uzbek, 
using evaluative mode text mode based on Dr. Child’s Text Types to select texts for 2+/3 
level. 
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Concordance Results
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Once a corpus of texts at the 
appropriate level has been created, the 
instructor can select either individual 
discourse markers or a set of discourse 
markers and use the concordance 
program to search for them.

In the following screenshot, the 
discourse markers in particular, 
therefore, and likewise have been used 
as multiple search items in Robinson 
Crusoe:



Discourse markers in Uzbek
Results of the a search for 
the discourse markers 
xuddi shu tarzda ("in that 
same manner"), zero ("by 
reason that"), masalan
("for example"), misol
uchun ("for example"), and 
binobarin ("consequently") 
in a million‐word corpus of 
Uzbek literary texts:
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Discourse markers in Persian
• Here are the 
results of 
searching 
through a small 
(15,000‐word) 
corpus of 
articles for the 
terms  ھمچنان
("likewise") and 
برعلاوه

("moreover"):
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Implications

• Learning to apply knowledge of high frequency used words, 
structures, and text organization in a particular genre and 
text type enables students to approach texts on an unfamiliar 
topic  with more confidence and a general but smarter guess 
of the author’s intended meaning. 

• Level 3 texts are mostly in evaluative mode and mastery over 
the terms and words used for evaluation in a second 
language helps students at lower than ILR 2+ to reach 2+ and 
move up to higher levels. 

• This strategy could be used for independent language 
learning as well as synchronous and asynchronous teaching 
delivery. 

• Teachers can create topic related corpora in a second 
language and use text analysis to teach vocabulary and 
structure.     16



Slide 16

2 Before this slide we might want to your presntaion on corpora . We can brainstorm if you need need more ideas. I think this is also a 
place to have a sample of Uzbak to teach grammar or ... 
and we can use some of the conjuction categroies that I had for PERS1150 . 
We might want to add we have not done a full rsearch and what we are suggesting is based on work done in English and our claim 
and practice is based on that . We might do a research and have data to support our claim in the future based on our work 
requirments and needs. 
-Delaram Soltani
, 9/6/2017



Addendum

Adapted from the course material 
chapter three of  PERS1150: Independent 

Language Learning. 
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Thank you for attending our presentation .

• For questions and inquiry on the content presented here 
please contact the presenters at : 

• dsoltani123@gmail.com

• williamdirks@gmail.com
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