
Apply Transformative Teaching 
Approaches to Accelerate Chinese 

Learning Process 
Su-Ling Hsueh and Siyi Gao

Asian School I, DLIFLC



DEFENSE LANGUAGE INSTITUTE FOREIGN LANGUAGE CENTER

DISCLAIMER: 
• This presentation is authorized by the Defense Language Institute Foreign Language 

Center and the Department of Defense. Contents of this presentation are not 
necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, or the 
Department of the Army. 

• All material displayed within this presentation is for educational purposes only. 

• All third party information featured in the presentation slides remain the intellectual 
property of their respective originators. All use of information is done under the fair 
use copyright principal, and the author(s) of this presentation do not assert any claim 
of copyright for any quotation, statistic, fact, figure, data or any other content that has 
been sourced from the public domain. 

• The content of this presentation is the sole responsibility of [name of author(s) / 
presenter(s)].

Apply Transformative Teaching Approaches 
to Accelerate Chinese Learning Process



DEFENSE LANGUAGE INSTITUTE FOREIGN LANGUAGE CENTER

Transformative learning

• Jack Mezirow stated that “Transformative
learning is a theory of adult learning that
utilizes disorienting dilemmas to challenge
students’ thinking.

• Teachers should provide opportunities for: 
– Critical Thinking.
– Relating to others going through the same 
transformative process. 

– Acting on new perspectives” (Esthermsmth).
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• Our primary purposes of Transformative 
Teaching Approaches:  Meaning making and 
critical thinking. 

• Transformative Lesson: “learning experiences 
focused on generating ‘thick descriptions’ of 
social, cultural, and ecological relationships. 
‘Deep’ historical and aesthetic explorations of 
community with investigations of 
power/knowledge relationships.” (Love, 2009) 

Transformative Teaching Approaches
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• Love (2009): “Teacher knows that there 
is no end destination, only stops along a 
journey. Students and teachers explore 
community to take in the learning 
experience…’true’ research and/or 
inquiry approach that is connected to the 
community and social identities.”

Teacher-as-Mediator
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Diagnostic Teaching

• The interactionist dynamic assessment is 
dialogic and flexible and its main goal is to 
support learner development. 

• The role of the mediator as an assessor is to 
allow/guide the learner through means of 
interactions to promote understanding.

• Asking the learner to focus on specific parts in 
the text or clues in a greater look at 
comprehension. 
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Zone of Proximal Development 
(ZPD) 

• Zone of Actual Development (ZAD) is what the 
learner can do without support.

• Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) is what 
learners can do today with help and resources, 
they can do in the future on their own.

• In our case, learners’ ZPD is 2+/2+. Teachers 
create learning conditions to facilitate them 
achieve the institute wide goal. 
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Real-Life Scenarios

• Teacher and student conferences.
• Cuisine vs. diplomacy, religion, society.
• Debates to train critical thinking skills.

– Could anti‐corruption save Chinese economy? 
– Can economic development and environment 
protection go hand‐in‐hand? 

• Community and Team‐building. 
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Cognitive Skill Training

• Self‐management skill orientation and training. 
• Read out loud and discussion in TL. 
• Shadow listening and reading. 
• Color code texts.
• Writing and translation.
• Report and summarize passages.
• Time management (time log for homework and 
exercise). 



DEFENSE LANGUAGE INSTITUTE FOREIGN LANGUAGE CENTER

Metacognitive Skill Training

• Mini Movie Review & Critiques.
• Learning progress plan (study plan). 
• Student‐led vocabulary tests.
• Mini projects. 
• Scenario‐based tasks. 
• Learning progress plan.
• Content‐based Instruction
• Test taking strategies (anxiety reduction, planning 
and practice).
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Mediation Methods

1. Stimulate general attention and orientation 
to content and/or question

2. Encourage selective attention to specific 
content, language, and/or question

3. Recall an acquired learning strategy
4. Teach an appropriate learning strategy 
5. The role of the mediator as an assessor is to 

allow/guide the learner through means of 
interactions to promote understanding.
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Mediation for Vocab Association
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Mediation for Vocab Expansion
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Mediation to Independence
• Complex sentence and discourse analysis. 
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Community Involvement

• Assign roles，research recipes. 
• Learning process: plan, monitor, 
execute, reflect on the 
academic forum and immersion 
(cuisine vs. diplomacy). 
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Learning Outcome: “S1”

• ZAD vs. ZPD: ILR L2+/R1+ vs. L2+/R2+
• Learner Profiles:

– Barsch Learning Preferences: Tactile & Kinesthetic 
– MBTI: ISTJ
– E&L: Field sensitive & field independent (Sharpening & Particular) 

• Remedies:
(1) Expand and consolidate vocabulary through word‐association.
(2) Mediation/Training on identifying cohesive devices in long sentences to

improve comprehension.
(3) Eye–hand coordination mediation/training to improve reading accuracy and

concentration.
(4) Enhance background knowledge by reading common knowledge of Chinese 

geography, culture and history books.
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Learning Outcome: “S2”

• ZAD vs. ZPD: ILR L1+/R2 vs. L3/R2+
• Learner Profiles:

– Barsch Learning Preferences: Visual
– MBTI: INTJ
– E&L: slightly field insensitive & field independent 
– MSLQ: self‐efficient (6.12); extrinsic (7.0); Test Anxiety (2).  

• Remedies: 
(1) Specific grammar review of Relative clauses to enhance grammar

foundation.
(2) Long sentences listening, reading and transcription to improve accuracy.
(3) Mediation on expand and consolidate vocabulary through word‐
association and fast reading.
(4) Training on Identifying the passage organization through concept
mapping.
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