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What is Literature Circles? 
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Studies on Literature Circles

• Improves comprehension skills (Larson, 2008)
• Expands collaborative discussion (Egbert, 
2007)

• Develops oral proficiency (Nagy & Townsend, 
2012)

• Increased scaffolding opportunities (Sawyer, 
2006)

• Reinforces writing skills (Webb et al, 1998). 



DEFENSE LANGUAGE INSTITUTE FOREIGN LANGUAGE CENTER

What does Literature Circles do in 
the classroom? 

• Provide a site for cooperative learning, 
• Engage students to make choices about their 
own learning,

• Allow students to have meaning and 
structuralized social experiences,  

• Enable students to read, analyze, and negotiate 
texts in various perspectives based on roles. 
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• Literature Circles help students reframe their 
thinking and increase their understanding 
through constructive exchanges as a single 
group. 

Most importantly… 

Transformative learning is taking place as 
students are engaging in higher‐order thinking. 
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How it collaborate
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Sample of Discussion Roles
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Korean Literature Class

• KORN4390 is Korean literature class for 
students with an ILR level 3 or better. 

• Contents includes contemporary, pre‐modern, 
and classic genres. 

• 2 weeks long course. 
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Step 1: Preparation

• Students are assigned to read one short novel 
“One Lucky Day.”

• Roles are: 
– 1. Researcher
– 2. Summarizer 
– 3. Travel Tracer 
– 4. Discourse Analysist
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Role 1: Researcher
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Role 2: Summarizer
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Role 3: Travel Tracer
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Role 4: Discourse Analysist
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Step 2: Classroom discussion

• Based on what students are prepared as home 
assignment, they discuss their views and 
analysis of the text cooperatively and 
interactively. 
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Step 3: Reflection

Student A
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Student B
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Things to Consider

• Need strategic planning 
• Require practices
• Difficulty of student assessment
• Subjective assessment 
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